
 

A giclée print (pronounced "zhee-klay") is a high-quality fine art reproduction 

made using inkjet printing technology. The term "giclée" is derived from the 

French word "gicler," meaning "to squirt" or "to spray," reflecting the method 

by which the ink is applied to the paper or canvas. 

 

Characteristics of Giclée Prints 

 

1. High Resolution: Giclée prints are created using high-resolution digital 

scans of original artwork, resulting in extremely detailed and precise 

reproductions. 

 

2. Archival Quality:The inks and materials used for giclée prints are 

typically archival, meaning they are designed to resist fading and 

deterioration over time. This makes them suitable for long-term display 

and collection. 

 

3. Wide Color Gamut: The inkjet technology used in giclée printing allows 

for a wide range of colors, providing vibrant and accurate color 

reproduction. 

 

4. Versatile Media: Giclée prints can be produced on various media, 

including canvas, watercolor paper, and other fine art papers, allowing for 

different textures and finishes. 

 

5. Customization: Artists can adjust the size and type of media for each 

print, offering flexibility in creating limited editions or custom prints. 

 

History of Giclée Printing 

 

The giclée printing process was developed in the late 1980s by printmaker Jack 

Duganne. He was searching for a way to produce high-quality, fine art prints 

using the latest digital technology. Duganne coined the term "giclée" to 

distinguish these fine art prints from traditional commercial inkjet prints. 

 

Initially, giclée printing was not widely recognized, but it quickly gained 

acceptance among artists and collectors due to its superior quality and 



durability. The process allowed artists to produce limited edition prints that 

closely matched the color and detail of the original artwork, which was a 

significant advancement over earlier reproduction methods. 

 

The Evolution of Giclée Printing 

 

1. Early Adoption: In the early 1990s, the giclée printing process began to 

gain traction in the art community. Artists and photographers appreciated 

the ability to reproduce their work with unprecedented detail and color 

accuracy. 

 

2. Technological Advancements: As inkjet technology advanced, so did the 

quality of giclée prints. Improvements in printer technology, inks, and 

media expanded the possibilities for artists and printmakers. 

 

3. Widespread Acceptance: By the late 1990s and early 2000s, giclée 

printing had become a standard method for producing fine art prints. 

Galleries and museums began to recognize and exhibit giclée prints, 

further solidifying their place in the art world. 

 

Giclée Prints Today 

 

Today, giclée printing is a widely accepted and respected method for producing 

fine art reproductions. Artists, photographers, and collectors value giclée prints 

for their exceptional quality, longevity, and versatility. The process continues to 

evolve with advancements in digital technology, ensuring that giclée prints 

remain at the forefront of fine art reproduction. 

 

--- 

 

Giclée prints have transformed the way art is reproduced and appreciated, 

offering artists and collectors a reliable and high-quality medium for preserving 

and sharing original works. 


